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 DIPLOMA PROGRAM IN THE CONTEMPORARY READING OF THE BIBLE 

 

 

 

 

   In the module on violence that I taught, we 
explored the many different types of violence 
that exist in churches and society today as 
well as the portrayal of violence in the biblical 
texts. This included analyzing passages in 
which violence is attributed to God. In 
addition to discussing how to address such 
passages today, we looked at the violence that 
the people of Israel, Jesus, and his earliest 
followers faced in their own time and how 
their understanding of God enabled them to 
resist that violence and live in hope. This is 
one of the greatest challenges we face today, 
where the widespread and systemic violence 
being perpetrated by many, often in God’s 
name, requires that we find ways to stand up 
to that violence and propose alternatives on 
the basis of our reading of Scripture.  

 

   On Saturday, September 20 we met with 
some of the students in order to do an 
evaluation of the program and hand out the 
diplomas. Because the course was offered 
online and not all of the students were from 
Mexico and the Mexico City area, only some of 
the students were able to be present. Hopes 
are to offer this program again in the near 
future, since as the students who finished the 
program shared, the topics covered are of 
great importance for the work of churches in 
Mexico and around the world today. 

 

    From March to September of this year, the 
Theological Community of Mexico offered a 
diploma or certificate program in the 
Contemporary Reading of the Bible. This was a 
program I helped design and plan with the 
Theological Community aimed at allowing 
church workers and leaders to become 
acquainted with the methods of reading and 
interpreting Scripture used among biblical 
scholars and theologians today and help give 
them the tools necessary to develop 
interpretations of their own that promote 
justice, peace, and wholeness in the context of 
the social, political, and religious realities we 
are experiencing in our world. The program 
had three separate modules that focused on 
gender justice and equity, climate justice and 
human rights, and responding to daily and 
systemic violence in ways that generate 
resistance and hope. I taught the third of 
these modules.  

   One of the objectives of the program was to 
question some of the traditional readings of 
Scripture that have often done harm instead 
of good in many churches and in society as a 
whole. The Bible has frequently been used as a 
means to promote inequity and injustice and 
to justify practices that have led to a great 
deal of suffering for many.  
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 EXPLORING MEXICO’S ANCIENT PAST  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    As anyone acquainted with Mexico knows, 
throughout the country there are countless 
archaeological sites and ruins that allow one to 
become acquainted with the people that 
inhabited this region in the past. What many 
do not know, and what Alicia and I both 
discovered recently on a visit to the new 
Mammoth Museum, whose official name is the 
Santa Lucía Paleontological Museum 
"Quinametzin," is just how ancient many of the 
archaeological discoveries are.  

   In 2015, while construction was under way 
for a new airport north of Mexico City, workers 
discovered the remains of over 200 mammoths, 
together with 25 camels and five horses. These 
remains were dated back to some time 
between the years 10,000 and 20,000 BCE. 
These animal remains were found alongside 
human instruments, tools, and remains and 
showed evidence that the mammoths had been 
hunted and killed at the site by the 
inhabitants of the region. According to 
specialists, it is likely that the human beings 
helped contribute to the extinction of the 
mammoths some 12,000 years ago, though 
there were undoubtedly other factors as well. 

 

   As one who teaches biblical studies, I can put 
those dates in perspective by noting that the 
beginnings of the Egyptian and Mesopotamian 
civilizations are generally dated to some time 
between 3,000 and 5,000 BCE. This means that 
the inhabitants of the region where the 
mammoths were hunted in what is now Mexico 
go back at least twice that far in time. Some 
of the human skulls and remains, including one 
skeleton that was nearly complete, have been 
dated back to around the year 10,000 BCE. 

    We were surprised to learn that camels and 
horses were originally native to North America. 
They migrated to Asia across the Bering Strait 
and then from there to other places in the 
world before becoming extinct in North America 
about 10,000 years ago. That means that all of 
the camels and horses you read about in the 
Bible actually had their start in what is today 
Mexico, the United States, or Canada! 

 

   The Mammoth Museum also exhibits the 
remains and some models of other animals that 
are now extinct, some of which look very odd. It 
is difficult to believe that some of these animals 
lived alongside human beings. God’s world never 
ceases to be a surprising and fascinating place!  

 

 MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION AT: 

 https://dbrondos.mx or https://94t.mx 

Donor site:  

https://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship 

E-mail: david.brondos@elca.org 

Invitations to preach or give presentations at 

your congregation online are always welcome! 
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