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 REMEMBERING PASTOR SOFÍA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   During her time at the Seminary, Sofía 
began to study thanatology and helped 
organize workshops and courses in this field, 
which has to do with accompanying those who 
are terminally ill and also providing support 
for their family members. She continued to 
work in this area and was especially active in 
the area of pastoral accompaniment, which 
was one of her strengths. Those who got to 
know her soon found that in Pastor Sofía they 
could find someone who truly cared for them 
and was willing to walk with them and stand 
by them when they were going through 
difficult times.  

   Before the pandemic hit in 2020, Sofía had 
also begun to host at the church parsonage 
some of the youth participating in the ELCA’s 
program of Young Adults in Global Mission. 
Her warm hospitality was always accompanied 
by the constant, radiant smile on her face.  

 

   Shortly after Christmas 2019, Sofía began 
feeling ill and several weeks later received the 
news that she had Stage IV cancer. Despite the 
difficult news and the physical pain that 
became part of her daily life, Sofía continued 
to minister to others with the same generosity 
and kindness as always and constantly spoke of 
her illness as a blessing. On July 3 we 
celebrated her birthday and in August Sofía 
organized a service at her church in order to 
say farewell to her members, asking me to 
preach by Zoom, since I was in the U.S. at the 
time. She will be deeply missed, yet we thank 
God for all of the lives that she touched 
profoundly during her years in the ministry.  

   On November 3, we received the sad news 
that Pastor Sofía Tenorio had passed away 
after a prolonged bout with cancer. Sofía was 
a pastor of the Mexican Lutheran Church 
serving at Grace Lutheran Church here in 
Mexico City since 2010.  

   Sofía had first indicated her interest in 
studying here at Augsburg Lutheran Seminary 
in 1999, when I was still the Seminary’s 
Coordinator. She was able to begin her studies 
at the Seminary in 2000 with the help of a 
scholarship from ELCA Global Mission. From 
the start, Sofía was one of our most 
enthusiastic students who was deeply loved 
and appreciated by her fellow students for the 
kindness and support she showed for all. She 
was especially enamored with Lutheran 
theology and liturgy. A couple of years into 
her studies Sofía began helping out at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, where she was 
vital in organizing the Sunday school program 
and working with the children of the 
congregation. She also did her pastoral 
practices there and began to form part of the 
pastoral team in 2005. During her time at the 
church she worked closely with the ELCA 
Horizon interns that came to Mexico City to do 
their year of internship at Good Shepherd. 

 

   After finishing her thesis and passing her 
exams in 2009, Sofía (at left in photo) was one 
of the first three woman pastors ordained by 
the Mexican Lutheran Church. In 2010, she was 
installed as pastor at Grace Lutheran Church. 
In addition to her responsibilities as pastor, 
Sofía served as the Treasurer for the Lutheran 
Seminary and subsequently was named 
Secretary of the Mexican Lutheran Church. 
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  ELCA LATINX COACHING PROGRAM IN COORDINATION  

WITH AUGSBURG LUTHERAN SEMINARY 

 

 

 

 

    On October 3 and 4, our group of professors 
of Augsburg Lutheran Seminary participated in 
a Pilot Program in Coaching at the Lutheran 
Center here in Mexico City. The program was 
organized and led by a group of Latinx leaders 
from the ELCA who have been developing a 
project in recent years to provide coaching in 
Spanish for Latinx pastors and church workers 
in the U.S.  Coaching involves offering 
accompaniment to leaders aimed at producing 
awareness, change, and transformation 
through one-on-one sessions. These sessions 
focus on listening and asking questions that 
allow those leaders to reflect on their life and 
ministry, define more clearly their goals and 
gifts, address problems and challenges that 
they are facing, and design plans for action.  

      

   Our Seminary has entered into an agreement 
with the group of ELCA Latinx leaders who 
have been heading up the pilot project to help 
develop an online program in Spanish to offer 
training in coaching. These leaders include the 
Rev. Dr. Rubén Durán, Senior Advisor for New 
Ministry Development in the ELCA, the Rev. 
Jaime Dubón, Area Director for Latin America 
and the Caribbean in the ELCA Service and 
Justice Unit, and a group of Directors of 
Evangelical Mission of several ELCA Synods.  

 

 

   While some of the materials used for training 
and equipping coaches that have been published 
in English have been translated into Spanish, 
experience has taught that coaching in Latinx 
communities in the U.S. requires content and 
materials that are designed specifically for 
Spanish-speaking leaders in Latinx contexts, 
where the needs, challenges, and realities are in 
many ways distinct and unique. For that reason, 
the ELCA Latinx leaders involved in the project 
have felt the need to develop a training program 
that responds more effectively to those contexts.   

 
 

   During the two-day program at the Lutheran 
Center, the participants were introduced to the 
key concepts and methodology of coaching and 
received training and practice in coaching. The 
Seminary leadership also met with the ELCA 
Latinx leaders to lay out a plan for developing 
the materials that will be made available online. 
Further meetings are scheduled for the beginning 
of 2023, and the goal is to have the program up 
and running online later on in the year.  
 

 MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION AT: 

 https://dbrondos.mx or https://94t.mx 

Donor site:  

https://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship 

E-mail: david.brondos@elca.org 

Invitations to preach or give presentations at 

your congregation online are always welcome! 
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