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 MEET JUAN MANUEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   In fact, Juan Manuel was fined and had his 
computer taken away for having contact with 
his school and other people in the U.S. 
Fortunately, because the same restrictions 
were not in place for communications with 
Mexico, Juan Manuel was able to remain in 
contact with me by means of our online 
platform and I was in contact with his school 
and Synod on his behalf. Things became very 
complicated for Juan Manuel, since food was 
scarce where he was due to the international 
sanctions and it was not possible for him to 
leave Russia or receive money from abroad.  

   Finally, at the end of April, Juan Manuel was 
able to get a humanitarian flight back to 
Cuba. His family there was not expecting him 
and was surprised to see him. However, there 
was no way for Juan Manuel to obtain his 
student visa to go to the U.S. in Cuba, so it 
appeared that he was now stuck there instead 
of in Russia. Fortunately, however, in June he 
found a way to get to Guyana in South 
America, where he was able to apply for and 
obtain his student visa to go to Chicago. Then 
in July he was finally able to travel to Chicago 
and begin his in-person classes at LSTC.  

 

   We are so glad that things have finally 
worked out for Juan Manuel! We pray that God 
bless him in his studies and look forward to 

the day when he will be ordained in the ELCA! 

   At the end of August, Alicia and I finally had 
the opportunity to meet in person my student 
Juan Manuel Arias while we were in Chicago 
attending the ELCA Becoming Conference. 
Juan Manuel is from Cuba and began studying 
in our Seminary’s online course program in 
March of 2020, while he was living with his 
sister and brother-in-law in a city about 12 
hours east of Moscow in Russia. He also 
studied online in the Masters in Theology 
program at the Theological Community of 
Mexico, where he was my student for a couple 
of other courses. 

 

   Juan Manuel has quite a story. He was 
accepted as a candidate for pastoral ministry 
in the ELCA by the Metro Chicago Synod and 
was also able to begin his studies in the Master 
of Divinity program at the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago (LSTC) last year. 
However, because at LSTC they had not yet 
resumed in-person courses, he continued to 
reside in Russia and take his courses online 
from there. He also continued studying a 
couple of courses with me online. His plans 
were to move to Chicago this past summer to 
begin studying in-person at LSTC. Besides 
studying, Juan Manuel earned money teaching 
Spanish online while in Russia. 

   Everything changed suddenly, however, 
when the conflict between Russia and Ukraine 
began in late February. Juan Manuel had 
hoped to arrange for his student visa to travel 
to Chicago at the U.S. embassy in Russia, but 
because of the conflict, that was no longer 
possible. Due to the strained diplomatic 
relationships between the U.S. and Russia, it 
was also not possible for him to continue to 
connect to his online courses at LSTC.  

 

MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION AT: 

 https://dbrondos.mx or https://94t.mx 

Donor site:  

https://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship 

E-mail: david.brondos@elca.org 

Invitations to preach or give presentations at 

your congregation online are always welcome! 
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  TRIPS TO SPONSORING CONGREGATIONS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    This past summer, I visited some of our 
sponsoring congregations. We had to postpone 
our visit to the Lutheran Church of the 
Epiphany in Winston-Salem when Alicia caught 
COVID in July, but fortunately we were able to 
see Pastor Russell Peek from Epiphany at the 
Becoming Conference in Chicago.  

    Here are some photos: 

 
Peace Lutheran-Knoxville, Tenn. 

 
Olivet Lutheran-Sylvania, Ohio 

 
Bethel Lutheran-Toledo, Ohio 

 
Grace in the City Lutheran-Phoenix, Arizona 

 
Pastor Russell Peek from Ephiphany 

 
able to visit all of our sponsoring congregations, 
but we hope to catch up with them next time!     

 
Christ the King Lutheran-Houston 

 
Abiding Love Lutheran-Austin, Texas 

 
Christ Lutheran-Fairfield Glades, Tenn. 

 
Grace Lutheran-Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

 

 

 

 


