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   On Dec. 8, the ELCA delegation and other 
guests accompanied our Lutheran Seminary as 
we held a special service to celebrate the 
tenth anniversary of our online courses. At the 
service we also gave thanks for the ten years 
in which Prof. Angela Trejo has served as 
coordinator of our Seminary (photo bottom 
right). Pastor Angela was named to this 
position shortly after our online course 
program began. We especially noted how 
important it has been to have a woman 
leading our seminary and what this has meant 
for promoting the leadership of women in the 
Lutheran churches in Mexico and elsewhere in 
Latin America. During their visit to Mexico the 
members of the ELCA delegation also visited 
other ministry programs in Mexico, including 
the work being done by the Mexican Lutheran 
Church in the area of migration. 

    In December we enjoyed the visit of a 
delegation from the Service and Justice home 
area of the ELCA, including the members of 
the Latin America and Caribbean team. The 
primary reason for the visit was the conferring 
of an honorary doctorate by the Theological 
Community of Mexico (where I teach) for Rev. 
Dr. Rafael Malpica-Padilla, the Executive 
Director for ELCA Service and Justice. The 
degree was conferred at the Theological 
Community’s graduation ceremony on 
December 10, which was held outdoors due to 
the COVID pandemic (see photos below). All 
agreed that the degree was well-deserved due 
to the many contributions that Dr. Malpica-
Padilla has made to churches throughout the 
world in over 40 years of ministry as a pastor, 
bishop, and director for global mission in the 
ELCA churchwide organization.  

 

 

   At our Lutheran Seminary in Mexico, we 
have made the question of Lutheran identity a 
central component of all of our programs and 
courses. Since 2012 we have offered an online 
Diploma program in the Lutheran tradition 
that includes courses on the life and thought 
of Martin Luther, Lutheran doctrine, the 
history of the Lutheran Church and Lutheran 
thought, and the Lutheran Confessions. In 
fact, one of these courses is titled “Latin 
American Lutheran identity.”  

   Because the Lutheran presence in Latin 
America is relatively small, many Lutheran 
churches in the region have difficulty finding 
locally the programs and resources they need 
to develop a strong and informed Lutheran 
identity among their own leaders and people. 
Many have thus turned to our programs to 
assist them in this objective. In addition, 
several ELCA seminaries and Synod candidacy 
committees have accepted our courses in the 
Lutheran tradition as fulfilling course 
requirements for Latinx students preparing for 
pastoral ministry in the ELCA.   

 

 

 

 

MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION AT: 

 https://dbrondos.mx or https://94t.mx 

Donor site:  

https://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship 

E-mail: david.brondos@elca.org 
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