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 REFLECTIONS ON TWENTY-FIVE YEARS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The enthusiasm of most of my students and 
the tremendous sacrifices that many of them 
make to study has also transformed me 
profoundly. Because it is so difficult to earn a 
living as a pastor or church worker in Mexico, 
those who study for the ministry at our school 
generally do so out of a deep desire to serve 
God and others and have often given up quite 
a bit in order to prepare themselves for 
church work. As a result, their desire to learn 
is very strong and they are highly motivated. 
Some of them travel long distances to school, 
while others must find ways to combine school 
work with a full-time job. That type of 
dedication and commitment is contagious and 
makes the classroom a fun place to be. As a 
professor, it not only generates in one the 
same type of enthusiasm but also makes one 
want to give them one’s best, given how much 
they are putting into their studies themselves. 

 
   One of the things I have enjoyed most about 
teaching in this context is that I am asked to 
cover many different subjects. Rather than 
being limited to one particular area or 
discipline in the way that most professors are 
in seminaries and universities elsewhere, I get 
to teach a wide variety of courses in theology, 
history, Old and New Testament, and 
Lutheranism, as well as practical courses such 
as homiletics (preaching), Christian education, 
and worship. Once again, the wide diversity of 
perspectives that the students bring to all of 
these subjects makes them especially 
fascinating to teach. Personally, as a professor 
and theologian, I don’t think I could ever have 
hoped to spend my teaching career in a better 
context than this one! 

    This August marks my twenty-fifth year of 
serving as professor at the Theological 
Community of Mexico, the ecumenical 
consortium of seminaries where I teach. I 
began teaching there in 1996, immediately 
after we returned from London, where I had 
finished my PhD studies in theology at King’s 
College-University of London. 

   Over the years, I have often been asked 
what has brought me the greatest joy and 
satisfaction in my ministry, and my answer is 
always the same: it has been seeing those 
whom I have had the privilege of teaching 
reach out to others in their own ministries, 
using their gifts and what they have learned to 
transform the lives of others as they are 
themselves transformed. At the same time, as 
I constantly tell my students, I am convinced 
that I learn more from them than they do from 
me and that working with them has trans-
formed me just as much as it has them, if not 
more so. 

 

   The area in which I have probably grown the 
most over these 25 years is my appreciation 
for the many different ways of understanding 
and living out the Christian faith that exist in 
Mexico and elsewhere. At the Theological 
Community, we have students and professors 
from just about every type of denominational 
and confessional tradition that one could 
imagine. The students also come from a wide 
variety of contexts and backgrounds, including 
both urban and rural settings. Working with 
such a diversity of students soon leads one to 
appreciate immensely the many different 
perspectives they bring and to realize that 
each of the different faith traditions possesses 
its own unique gifts and treasures. 
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500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL OF TENOCHTITLÁN   

 

 

 

 

 

   This past August 13, ceremonies were held 
throughout Mexico City and elsewhere in the 
country to commemorate the 500th anniversary 
of the fall of Tenochtitlán. This was the name 
by which Mexico City was previously known. 
Just as it is now the capital of Mexico, it was 
previously the capital city of the Aztecs, who 
were also known as Mexicas (pronounced me-
SHEE-kahs).The ceremonies were centered on 
the city’s main plaza, known as the Zócalo, 
where the Great Temple stood prior to the 
Spanish conquest. A replica of the Temple was 
constructed in the Zócalo for the occasion. 

 

  After landing on the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico in 1519 with only about 500 Spanish 
soldiers and 16 horses, Hernán Cortés began to 
march toward Tenochtitlán or Mexico City. By 
the time they arrived, the group had been 
joined by a few hundred more Spanish soldiers 
but also thousands of native warriors recruited 
by Cortés from among the peoples who had 
been oppressed by the Aztecs and sought 
liberation from their empire. While the 
precise number of inhabitants of Tenochtitlán 
is not known, some estimates suggest the city 
may have been larger than Constantinople, 
then thought to be the largest city in the 
world with a population around 200,000. 
Cortés initially took the Aztec emperor 
Moctezuma hostage so as to establish some 
control over the city, but in 1520 he and his 
army were expelled from it in a bloody battle 
in which most of the Spaniards were killed. 
After reinforcements arrived, the Spanish and 
their indigenous allies laid siege to the city 
until it fell. From there, of course, the Spanish 
established their dominion over the rest of the 
region, subjecting as well the native 
populations that had previously assisted them. 
s. 

   As one might imagine, a great deal of discord 
and controversy surrounded the commemoration 
of the event. The Mexican President, Andrés 
López Obrador, had previously asked the 
government of Spain and the Spanish monarch 
for a public apology for the countless atrocities 
perpetrated on the native peoples during the 
conquest and the ruthless destruction of their 
civilizations and cultures, but his petition went 
unanswered. Some right-wing extremist groups 
in Spain even celebrated the occasion, though 
other Spaniards lamented what had taken place 
during the conquest. While many of the 
indigenous peoples participated in the 
ceremonies organized by the Mexican 
government, others protested against the 
government for policies that they regard as 
continuing to lead to the destruction of their 
communities and the violation of their rights. 

    Today Mexico City looks very different from 
Tenochtitlán, which was originally a small island 
surrounded by a lake that has long since been 
filled in (see sketch above). About 22 million 
people now live in the Metropolitan area, which 
continues to grow at a rate of 2% per year. 

 MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION AT: 

 http://dbrondos.mx or https://94t.mx 

Donor site:  

https://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship 

E-mail: david.brondos@elca.org 

Invitations to preach or give presentations at 

your congregation online are always welcome! 
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