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  This month marks the ninth anniversary of the 
inauguration of our online course program at 
Augsburg Lutheran Seminary (SEMLA) in Mexico 
City, where I serve as professor. On June 29, 
2011, we began our first free six-week course 
“Introduction to the Bible” with 35 students. We 
decided to offer this introductory course for 
free in order to enable people to get to know 
our courses, let them see what an online course 
was like and how much time it required, and to 
share with others our Seminary’s vision 
regarding the gospel and the Christian faith. 
Since then, we have offered the same course 
(with certain modifications) 55 times (every two 
months), along with the other free six-week 
course we developed on Martin Luther and the 
Reformation, first offered in August 2011.  

   From the start, our program has been a 
collaborative effort. Our original team consisted 
of six people, all of whom were involved in the 
process of designing, teaching, and publicizing 
the courses. Among them is Karina García, now a 
Lutheran pastor and our Academic Secretary (far 
left in photo), who does the artwork and 
publicity, some of which you can see below. 

 

 

 

  Over 2,500 students from 30 different 
countries have enrolled in our courses in this 
time, although only about half that number 
have actually finished the free courses, since 
part of the purpose of the free courses is to 
enable those who enroll to see if our courses are 
right for them. Many of them go on to study one 
of our two diploma or certificate programs. Our 
Diploma in the Christian Faith includes courses 
on the Old and New Testaments, biblical 
interpretation, church history, and theology, 
while our Diploma in the Lutheran Tradition 
offers courses in Lutheran doctrine and history 
as well as Latin American Lutheran Identity. 
These courses are designed for Lutheran and 
non-Lutheran students alike. They have also 
been adapted for other settings, such as the 
continuing education courses offered by Yuly 
Alonso, one of our professors, at an institute in 
Atlacomulco, about an hour outside of Mexico 
City (see photo).  

 

    Currently we are working on eight new 
courses for the Diploma program in Biblical 
Studies that we hope to open in the coming 
months. We thank God for these nine years of 
blessings and growth and pray for many more! 

 

   

NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF SEMINARY ONLINE COURSES 
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A SAD LEGACY 

  This June 30 marks the 500th anniversary of 
what is known as the “Noche Triste” or “Sad 
Night.” In 1519, the Spanish conquistadores led 
by Hernán Cortés began the conquest of the 
indigenous peoples here in Mexico. They soon 
established themselves in Tenochtitlán (now 
Mexico City), the capital of the Aztec Empire. 
After they had taken the emperor captive, 
slaughtered many of those who resided in the 
city, and looted its treasures, the Spanish were 
forced to flee in the early morning hours by one 
of the causeways leading out of the city. Most of 
the Spaniards died, along with thousands of the 
indigenous people who fought on both sides. 
After he escaped, Cortés sat weeping under a 
famous tree, part of which still exists today. 

  Eventually, of course, the Spanish completed 
their conquest. Perhaps the most important 
factor, however, was not their military might, 
but another event that happened in 1520: the 
introduction of the smallpox virus into the New 
World by means of the Spanish. Because they 
had no antibodies to resist that virus and others, 
anywhere from 75% to 95% of the native 
American population died from disease. 

 

    The widespread destruction of the native 
American population led to the mass 
importation of slaves from Africa to fill the void 
for forced manual labor. Tragically, as we find 
ourselves in the grip of a virus that is destroying 
so many lives in similar fashion today, we are 
also experiencing the enduring consequences of 
the tremendous violence inflicted on the native 
peoples of the Americas and Africa  over these 
past five centuries. As we attempt to address 
the social turmoil that is the result of this sad 
legacy, it is vital that we become more 
acquainted with that history, despite the pain 
involved in doing so, since only by coming to 
grips with the past can we seek justice, 
equality, and well-being for all in the present. 

OTHER NEWS 

  While Alicia and I are well, along with all of 
our family and friends both in Mexico and 
elsewhere, the coronavirus pandemic continues 
to grow worse here in Mexico. In fact, over the 
past two weeks, daily death rates from the virus 
in Mexico have been higher than those in the 
U.S., with nearly 1,000 more deaths here than in 
the U.S. during this time (only Brazil has had 
more deaths over the same period).  

 

   What is especially alarming, however, is that, 
whereas about 100 in every 1,000 Americans 
have been tested for the virus (approximately 
10% of the population), in Mexico only around 4 
of every 1,000 Mexicans have been tested 
(0.4%). Of the 200+ countries in the world, 
Mexico currently ranks no. 152 in per capita 
testing. This means that the actual number of 
people who are dying from the virus in Mexico is 
much higher than the statistics indicate, since 
due to lack of testing, many deaths cannot be 
officially ascribed to the virus. Unfortunately, 
for many of the reasons I shared in our last 
newsletter, things are expected to continue to 
get worse here. Naturally, the economic 
situation remains extremely difficult for many 
people as well. We therefore appreciate greatly 
your continuing thoughts and prayers. 

  On a different note, I have had the opportunity 
to share sermon videos and participate in 
Sunday forums at several of our ELCA sponsoring 
congregations, and I look forward to doing so in 
the coming months as well. Invitations are 
therefore welcome! A couple of my most recent 
sermons are on my website http://94t.mx    
(May 24 and June 14). Keep in touch! 

 

MORE NEWS AND INFORMATION AT: 

 http://dbrondos.mx or  http://94t.mx 
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