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Just about all of us who are parents would agree that there is no joy in life comparable to
that of having a child. This year as a congregation we’ve had the joy of having several babies
born this year--in fact, the kids wanted to put one of them, two-month old Francisco, in the
manger to play the baby Jesus in their presentation tonight, but we decided that probably wasn’t a
very good idea. The birth of a child is a special, uniqgue moment one can never forget, just as each
child is special and unique, a marvellous gift from God. Of course, alongside with the joy that we
receive with the gift of a child, there comes a lot of responsibility. We have to take care of the
child so that he or she remains healthy and grows. It’s not easy being a parent--we make a lot of
mistakes and have to face some tough decisions. Usually, though, as long as we really love our
kids and are able to communicate that to them in concrete ways, things turn out OK.

No doubt Joseph and Mary experienced the same joy that all parents experience at the
birth of their child, as well as feeling that a tremendous responsibility had now been placed on
their shoulders. But there was also something different about Jesus, as was evident even before
he was born. While they were Jesus’s parents, and in that sense Jesus had been born to them,
Jesus was not just their child. By that, I don’t just mean that Jesus was unique because he was
the eternal Son of God. Rather, what I’'m referring to is what the angels told the shepherds when
they announced Jesus’ birth. They didn’t tell them, “A child is born this day to Mary and Joseph
in the city of David,” but “to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior.” What the angels
were telling the shepherds was that the new-born baby Jesus was also theirs; and for that reason
they announced to them “good news of great joy for all people.” They too were to experience the
joy that parents and family have at the birth of a newborn. The same idea is found in the Old
Testament reading for today, where the prophet Isaiah announces to God’s people, “For unto us a
child is born; unto us a son is given.”

The fact that all of us are part of God’s people means that the same can be said regarding
our relation to Jesus. He is the child born to us, the son given to us. The joy that the shepherds
announced “for all people” is for us as well, because Jesus is ours, our child, our son, given to us
as a gift by God. And like any child, Jesus can only be a source of joy to us if we receive him to
be close to him, to grow together with him, to walk with him and talk with him, as the old hymn
says. That’s true of each of us as individuals: Jesus was born to you and to me. What does that
mean for you personally? Jesus is God’s gift to you. Is that a source of great joy to you? Have
you enjoyed Jesus, as a parent enjoys a child, loving him, cherishing him, laughing and crying with
him? Or has your relation to Jesus grown old and stale? Have you grown tired of Jesus, left him
alone out in the cold of the stable, abandoned him? If so, isn’t it time you rediscovered the joy,
the wonder, the excitement of Christmas, not just tonight but all year round, the joy of really
having Jesus in your life?

But although Jesus belongs to each of us personally, he also belongs to us collectively. Just as
the joy of having a newborn child is shared by both parents, as well as by the siblings and
grandparents and the rest of the family, so also the gift of Jesus is something for us to share together,
as family. Because Jesus belongs to all of us, we are all family—he makes us all family. That’s true
of us as a congregation, or of all of us who are gathered here tonight—even though we don’t all
know each other, we can celebrate together and sing together and rejoice together, because in Jesus
we are all one. But it’s also true of us as Christians in general, and as human beings: God gave Jesus



to all of us, and that makes us family with everyone. Jesus unites us all as brothers and sisters. And
that means that, with Jesus’ coming, we see everyone in a different light—as people who belong to
God just as much as we do, as people with whom we are called to rejoice together. Not as enemies.
Not as threats or competitors. But as family, as loved ones. Is that how you feel about others,
whether they are acquaintances or complete strangers to you? Do you see every person around you
as someone you want to rejoice with, someone with whom you want to share your joy and all that
you are and have, someone who you want to see happy with all your heart, just as parents want
nothing more than to see their kids happy, like when their faces light up as they open their presents at
Christmas? That’s what God gave Jesus to you for—not just to fill you personally with joy, but so
that you might fill others with joy as well. Jesus is God’s gift to us so that through him each of us
might also become God’s gift to others. Are you a gift to those around you? Do you make faces
light up with joy by giving to others what you have received?

Unfortunately, all of us have to admit that often, rather than being a gift to others, we are a
burden or even a pain. In Jesus, we receive God’s gift, but then do not do what God wants us to do
with that gift. Just as being a parent implies not only joy but a great deal of responsibility, and even
suffering and sacrifices, so all of us have to care for the child that has been given us, the son that has
been born to us. And that means that you and I need to help one another, not only to support and
strengthen one another, but also to remind one another and others in general of the responsibilities we
all have with regard to the gift God has given us in Jesus. The angels announced joy and peace to the
shepherds; but there can only be joy for all people and peace on earth when we put this child Jesus in
the center of our lives and of our world, not just as our savior and brother, but as our King, our
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace. As Isaiah reminds us,
Jesus is the promised king and Prince of Peace only because he is the one sent by God to establish
justice, righteousness and equity for all, especially for those who are oppressed and burdened, who
live in darkness. That requires sacrifice and giving up one’s life, not only on Jesus’ part, but on ours.

If we do not see others as Jesus did, as people for whom we are willing to give up our lives and all
that is most precious to us, as loving parents are willing to do for their children, there is no joy or
peace or light—neither for us nor for them, just as a home in which no one is willing to make
sacrifices or give of themselves for others is a place devoid of joy and smiles and laughter.

To you this day a child is born, to you a savior has been given. To you. This Christmas, take
that gift in your hands, in your heart, take that child in your arms, and treasure him as you would
treasure your own newborn child. He is joy and peace and justice in person, given by God to you and
to all of us, his family. Amen.



