MEXICAN PASSQO"N‘ PLAY 2008

Every year on Thursday and Friday of Hon Week Passion Plays staged by local Roman Caihollc
Churches are held in the maijority of cities, towns, and villages throughout Mexico. The largest one
(shown here) is in the Iztapalapa area of southern Mexico City—this year the attendance there
was 600,000 people for the Thursday evening part of the Passion Play (Last Supper and Jesus’
arrest) and 1,500,000 for the Friday part (Jesus’ passion, trial, and crucifixion). Smaller
representations take place in many different neighborhoods throughout Mexico City, and this
year | attended the one put on by a church near our house.
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The Friday part of the play began at 11:00 a.m., with
Jesus being led before Pilate wed by Caiphas
and the Jewish chief pries rson who plays
the part of Jesus usually ¢ tom one year fo
™ the next, and the one cho '

g his hair and
spiritual



The priests present Jesus before Pilate, clamoring
for Pilate to crucify him. Throughout the play, Jesus
is extremely passive, head constantly bowed,
resigned to his fate. 2



w,ﬂsks for Jesus to be brought up before initially

inferrogating him and sending him to Herod, who
%, . sends him back to Pilate. Previous to this, Claudia
A s (Pilate’s wife) tells Pilate of her dream and begs h

& not to do anything to Jesus.
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Jesus is flogged (here and
elsewhere with cotton strands
like those used in mops,
tinged with red paint to look
like blood), and then mocked ..
by the soldiers after they e
place a crown of thornsonhis ~ =~ ..~ . . . :
head—all of this, of course, = ..~ .« ., "
without actually hurting the = = ok A A

actor playing Jesus.



The crowd below is given the

choice of Jesus or Barrabas, and
choose the latter. From there,

Jesus is sentenced to be crucifie
and begins the Via Crucis throu
the streets around the church. Th
actual Via Crucis lasted almost
two hours and covered about o
kilometer.
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The people in the neighborhood “took pity” on Jesus, pouring v;aier on his feet
because the pavement was very hot. He wore sandals, while other actors went

barefoot, but hardly anyone seemed to be ¢ erned about weﬂmg their feet—
onIy those of Jesus Then someone brought al ter fruck




i At every station of the Via Crucis everyone stopped for 5-10 minutes while the parish
y -xprlests (with a microphone attached to a megaphone, on a three-wheeled cycle
pedaled by an acolyte) said prayers and gave a short homily (this is wpy the Via o
. Crucis Iqsted so long). Most of these meditations had to do with remindi g
b ok servewﬂgqt our sins were responsible for aII that Jesus suffered, and call '.,' Jpo
| it rlshqns, practicing :
%Jesus example of self- sacrlf:ge‘.n diabnegation
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Sy r '
< = simon oMmqrries the cross for Jesus (th uqsh later Jesus began to carry

it again himself). While the “soldiers” tried to keep the \pebple aNistance,
many constantly drew near to Jesus and the other a .so that the actors

and the observers were mixed together in a single cro ih’r‘oﬁgho'ut most of
the procession. Atione point, a young girl even went u fB;Jesu:utjqoffer him
some water to d as he w ent over in agony, but he refused.
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T'hroughou’r the Via Crucis, an angel led the way for Jesus.
When Jesus fell, the angel went back to stand over Jesus in
order to give him the strength necessary to continue.
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The Via Crucis resumed at about 7:30 p.m., with a shortiwalk
around the block from the church and back, simulating Jesus’
arrival at Golgotha to be crucified there. While | am not sure
why they waited until the evening to do the crucifixion scene
at the church, perhaps the reason was to give people time to
meditate and pray in the church during the afternoon and
maybe to simulate as well the darkness that came over the
earth when Jesus died.
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This was the final crucifixion scene (of course, no real nails were used, nor was there
any real physical suffering either for the actors or the observers, unlike other places in
Mexico, where people scourge themselves or carry heavy burdens to do penance for
their sins). On the left hangs Judas. Following another Mexican tradition, figures of
Judas are burned in the sireei;qm hon Saturday (called “Saturday of glory”). In some
places a scene recreaqn esL ';,;» rechon is done on Saturday as well, though this
is not nearly as commo “fx'_“.c s well-attende
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